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4-H Citizenship Initiative - Ready to Launch! 

4-H Citizenship… will soon launch in California, joining 4-H SET and 4-H Healthy Living as the third of the 4-H 
National Mission Mandates.  For a century 4-H has engaged youth in citizenship through service learning, 
decision making, communication, teamwork, problem solving, and critical thinking skills. The 4-H Citizenship 
Initiative will refocus interest and attention to the important and powerful contributions youth make in their 
communities everyday! 

Over the coming months watch for exciting new opportunities for youth to engage and rally their communities 
in support of active citizenship.  Also check out citizenship activities on the state 4-H website at 
http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/Citizenship/ and opportunities to participate in the 4-H CAL-Focus Conference, 
recently awarded the National 4-H Award of Distinction. 

Goals of the 4-H Citizenship Initiative are to help youth to: 

1. CONNECT –Be active partners in a larger community as they recognize, appreciate and respect human 
diversity and commonality; understand their part in shaping change and work together towards the 
common good.  

2. LEARN- Learn from others, self and environment to develop informed perspectives, empathy, ethics, pro-
social values, positive self identity and sense of social responsibility.  

3. ENGAGE-- Engage in political education and awareness, social justice, advocacy, negotiation, public 
problem solving, community service, etc.  

4. LEAD-- Develop leadership skills where youth use their voices, work, ideas or behavior for the greater 
good.  

5. IMPACT—Make a difference in community, country and world 

Regards, 

Sharon Junge 
Acting Director, Statewide 4-H Youth Development Program 

http://www.ca4h.org/News/Calendar/�
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Updates from the CA 4-H Foundation 

I find it not only hopeful but encouraging that the research and statistics from several new studies show that 
even during a severe economic downturn there is still ample charitable giving. These studies give important 
insights into what we must do and how we should focus our fundraising efforts if we want to develop the 
sustainable funding that will make us less subject to the fluctuations in government funding (at the state, 
University and county level.) 

Despite the impact of the recession and arguably the most challenging economy since the Great Depression, 
total giving to charitable causes in the United States reached an estimated $307.65 billion in 2010. Fully 83% 
of all dollars given come from individuals in the form of gifts (75%) and bequests (8%). Private foundations 
which reflect a tie to individual and bequest giving through family foundations accounted for an additional 
13%. Corporate giving, less than 5 percent of total contributions, decreased by 4.5 percent and total corporate 
giving is less than 1 percent of pretax profits. 

What does this mean for 4-H?  In a nutshell, that if we are to become financially sustainable in our local 
communities, we must be effective at identifying individuals who care about our mission and make our case in 
the way that matters to them.  This is as true for those capable of giving small gifts regularly over time to 
support our day-to-day operations as for high worth individuals capable of making large gifts to grow and 
sustain 4-H.  Some recent studies point to the important factors that go into individuals decisions to support or 
(perhaps, more importantly) not to support organizations with their charitable dollars.  

The links to several reports which can and should inform out fundraising practices include:  
http://www.acb-inc.com/wp-content/uploads/Giving-USA-2009-Key-Findings.pdf 
http://www.philanthropy.iupui.edu/Research/docs/2010BAML_HighNetWorthPhilanthropy.pdf 

Key findings 

Some key findings extracted from these reports seemed to be particularly relevant to 4-H  

1. Donors have high expectations of the organizations they choose to support, ranking the following 
factors among those most important when determining which to support:  

• Sound business and operational practices (86.9 percent) 
• Acknowledgement of contributions (including receipts) (84.9 percent) 
• Spend appropriate amount on overhead (80.1 percent) 
This underscores the importance of having clear and transparent financial and business practices that reflect 
careful programmatic and financial planning. 
 
2. Donors’ motivations for giving are connected to impacts and include 
• Moved at how their gift can make a difference 
• Giving to an organization that is efficient 
• Support same orgs./causes annually 
• Because they volunteer for the organization 

3. Volunteering plays a significant part of the philanthropic efforts of individuals, especially high net-
worth individuals. More than three-quarters of these folks volunteered in 2009 representing an increase of 
3.8 percent from 2007. They volunteered an average of 307 hours in 2009 (a median of 200 hours in 
2009). The more high net worth individuals volunteered, the more they gave. 

As noted in the Key Findings, we already have many of the components in place to see us through whatever 
rough waters lie ahead.  It is now more important than ever that we share our story in ways that communicate 
the impact (difference) that 4-H makes. Communicating our story movingly and regularly both motivates 

http://www.acb-inc.com/wp-content/uploads/Giving-USA-2009-Key-Findings.pdf�
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people to give AND helps retain our donors from year to year. I invite you to check out the links above and let 
me hear from you.  Our donors have high expectations of us and we need to be responsive to their interests 
and concerns: efficiency, transparency, connection to mission, program impact, and creating ownership 
through meaningful volunteer opportunities.  All of us together can create a sustainable and vibrant 4-H in 
California. We have all of the ingredients; we just need to add a bit of organization and intentionality. 

 
I am looking forward to hearing from you! 

 
Annette Leeland 
Executive Director 
California 4-H Foundation  

 
• The California 4-H Thrive train-the-trainer conferences have begun!  We are so excited to have 

launched the next step in the 4-H Thrive Rollout plan. Through the next several months we will be training 
adult volunteers and youth throughout the state to become part of the statewide Master Training team.  
We have been working hard to develop a youth curriculum called 4-H iThrive! that engages and guides 
youth to develop thriving skills. In addition to the youth curriculum, there will be an adult companion 
workbook, 4-H iChampion. Both of these pieces will be ready for release in fall of 2011. Training for adult 
volunteers who lead Leadership Projects will be trained by local county Master Trainers in preparation for 
project launch in fall 2011. Look for training dates late this spring, summer or early fall. Please join us in 
thanking the Master Trainers for volunteering their service to this most important task!  
 

• Over the past century, 4-H has been at the forefront of experiential education, including both programs 
and processes. The stories of these unique ideas and their successful outcomes cannot be lost. To this 
end, in close collaboration with national 4-H headquarters at USDA, National 4-H Council, State and 
County 4-H programs, the 4-H History Preservation Program will help obtain, digitize, and share 4-H 
history. http://4-hhistorypreservation.com/. 

• California 4-H S.E.T. has recently been highlighted in the article,"4-H Programs Focus on Science" in 
California Classroom Science, a publication of the California Science Teachers Association. 
http://www.classroomscience.org/4-h-programs-focus-on-science. 

• The 4-H Bloco Drum & Dance Program in Sonoma County has been selected as the featured Program 
of Distinction on the 4-H National Headquarters website. You can find the program listed in the Healthy 
Living section here.  

 
• The California 4-H Military Partnership Program has received funding to support 92 special needs 

youth who have a loved one serving in the military to attend Camp Ronald McDonald at Eagle Lake, a 
fully accessible residential summer camp. Held August 7-12, the camp session will include traditional 
camping activities such as arts and crafts, hikes, fishing, canoeing, sports, swimming, talent show and 
campfires. The goal of the camp is to provide confidence-building experiences and programs that are 
designed to support each camper’s individuality through the challenges of outdoor group living and 
teamwork in a supportive environment staffed by trained Program Specialists. 

For more information about this opportunity, contact Russ Hill, California 4-H Military Partnership Director, 
at (530) 304-8166 or at rdhill@ucdavis.edu. To learn more about Camp Ronald McDonald and how you 
can help by serving as a cabin counselor or volunteer, please contact Vicky Flaig, Camp Director at (916) 
734-4230 or vicky@campronald.org. 

http://4-hhistorypreservation.com/�
http://www.classroomscience.org/4-h-programs-focus-on-science�
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• The world is shrinking!! This isn’t the opening line of a science fiction story. It’s true! We live in a global 
community. In our inter-related world, events in one country affect others and we have many more 
opportunities to interact with people from around the world. Find out how you can begin to prepare 
yourself to be an active citizen in a global world by participating in the 4-H International Exchange 
Programs.  Students ages 10 – 18 can host a Japanese youth that is the same gender and within two 
years of age for one month this summer. Applications are received on a first-come, first-served basis with 
early applicants able to select their student. Information is available at: 
http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/Citizenship/International/ or by contacting Pat English at - 
pnenglish@ucdavis.edu or 530-754-8520. 

• Registration Date Extended!! Registration for California Focus will remain open until February 28. Are 
you ready to learn, in a fun and active way, how to be a more effective leader and how to impact your 
community? Join this study/travel project and meet other 4-H members and leaders from across the state. 
California Focus runs from June 17-21 in Sacramento.  Contact Pat English at pnenglish@ucdavis.edu or 
(530) 754-8520 or check out the web site at: http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/Citizenship/Focus/. 

 
• State Leadership Conference The Education committee of the State Leadership Conference would like 

to ask members, volunteers and staff to please consider presenting a session or workshop at SLC 2011.  
Sessions address many subject areas, but we ask that they emphasize the three National 4-H Mission 
Mandates. The mission mandates each focus on skills that youth need for success in the 21st century. 

4-H Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) provides opportunities for youth to engage in 
the process of discovery and exploration in science, engineering, and technology.  

4-H Healthy Living teaches the youth to lead healthy and productive lives both physically and 
mentally as they grow into adulthood.  

4-H Citizenship is a strong focus in 4-H so that youth may become engaged and well-informed 
citizens in their community.  

Tracks are five hours in length and will be presented on Friday, July 29. Mini tracks are two and a half 
hours in length and will be presented twice on Friday, July 29. Workshops are an hour and fifteen minutes 
in length and may be presented one to three times on Saturday, July 30.  

Application deadline is January 14th though we will be accepting applications through winter and 
early Spring. The application can be found at: http://www.ca4h.org/files/70039.pdf. More information can 
be found at: http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Conferences/SLC/ or by contacting your local state 
ambassador. 

• State 4-H Fashion Revue registration will be open March 1 through May 16 at http://ucanr.org/sfr2011. 
 SFR is part of State Field Day on May 28 at UC Davis. Delegates must qualify at the county level before 
registering. The $15 Challenge category has generated much interest! Everyone is invited to participate in 
the pattern exchange and our two service projects: Operation Cover Up and Quilts for Wounded Warriors. 
Complete details are at http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/SFR/. You can also contact Karli 
Draxler, Youth Chair, at chat2kd@unwiredbb.com or Jillian Milam, Staff Liaison, at jmbedel@ucdavis.edu. 
For information about your county qualifier, please contact your county office.   

• The deadlines for both the share fair and commercial exhibits for the 2011 Western Regional 
Leader’s Forum have been extended to March 1, 2011. Please go to 
http://4h.wsu.edu/conferences/2011wrlf/program.html to sign up for these fun and exciting opportunities. 

• The 2012 Western Regional Leader’s Forum will be held January 12-15, 2012 in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
Proposals for the 2012 conference are currently being accepted. Adult volunteers, Extension staff, and 

http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/Citizenship/Focus/�
http://www.ca4h.org/files/70039.pdf�
http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Conferences/SLC/�
http://ucanr.org/sfr2011�
http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/SFR/�
mailto:chat2kd@unwiredbb.com�
mailto:jmbedel@ucdavis.edu�
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youth members are all welcome to submit workshop ideas for consideration. Proposals are due March 
1, 2011. For more information, please contact Rachel Vardiman at rnovakov@uwyo.edu or (307) 684-
7522. 

• UC Davis CA&ES Field Day 
March 5, 2011, 7:15am - 6:00pm 
http://www.ca4h.org/files/66944.pdf  
UC Davis College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences are hosting the 35th annual CA&ES Field 
Day on March 5, 2011. Over 3,000 FFA and 4-H members (age 14 and older) will participate in 26 
contests. High school aged 4-H members are invited to participate and/or observe the contests held on 
the UC Davis campus. This event will also serve as the California 4-H State Qualifier for the National 4-H 
Livestock Judging, Dairy Cattle Judging, and Poultry Judging contests. 

• It’s time to sharpen up your shooting skills and start preparing for the Twenty-Seventh Annual State 4-H 
Shooting Sports Match, sponsored by the Siskiyou County 4-H Council. Entries for the State 4-H 
Shooting Sports Match must be postmarked by March 7, 2011. For more information, please visit 
http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/SET/ShootingSports/ 

• 2011 Range Camp Applications now Available 
April 22nd is the application deadline for “Range Camp”, a week-long camp experience for students ages 
15-18 who have an interest in the science and management of natural resources in California. Range 
Camp runs from June 19th-24th at the University of California’s Elkus Youth Ranch just south of Half Moon 
Bay. More information and application forms can be downloaded from 
http://casrm.rangelands.org/HTML/rangecamps.html (bottom of page). Cost is $400. Camp scholarships 
are available from agriculture and conservation organizations in many counties. Contact Marc Horney at 
Cal Poly, SLO for more information: (805) 756-7543; mhorney@calpoly.edu. 
 

• The 2011 Western Regional Leaders' Forum, "Cruise to 4-H Excellence!" is planned for May 7-14, 
2011. The forum will be held aboard a cruise ship and will be visiting Alaskan and Canadian ports as 
attendees participate and learn at the many workshops being offered. You can visit: 
http://4h.wsu.edu/conferences/2011wrlf/index.html for more information and registration details.  

• State 4-H Field Day 
May 28, 2011 at UC Davis, 9:00am – 6:00pm 
http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/. 
Since 2002, the State 4-H Field Day takes place annually on the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend at 
the UC Davis campus from 8:00am until 6:00pm. The event is open to all 4-H members, volunteers, staff, 
and parents. During the event, 4-H members may participate in a variety of contests and educational 
activities.  

• State Field Day - May 28th 
Excepting proposals for fundraiser food booth - Lunch and/or snacks 
Since 2002, the State 4-H Field Day takes place annually on the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend at 
the UC Davis campus from 8:00am until 6:00pm. The event is open to all 4-H members, volunteers, staff, 
and parents. Between 1,000 and 1,400 people attend the event. The event has a ‘picnic’ feel as people 
bring chairs and socialize for the day on the Wellman Hall east lawn. The State 4-H Office provides 
coordination and facility support. Each contest and activity is coordinated by a group of 4-H staff, 
volunteers, and youth. Please contact Quang “Hogan” Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu.  
 

• State Field Day: State Presentation Day Signups 
All members who have qualified for State Field Day Presentation and other events may register at: 
http://ucanr.org/statefdr. During the event, 4-H members may participate in a variety of contests. Some 
contests require pre-qualification and/or pre-registration. Some are open to all during the event.  Please 
see http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/ for more information or contact Quang “Hogan” Tong at 
qtong@ucdavis.edu. 
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• Judges needed for State Field Day! 
As part of the Field Day experience, we need judges.  Counties who send members to Field Day are 
required to provide judges.  For every 5 members that are sent in we ask that a county provide 1 judge.  
In past years it has been difficult to gather all the required judges.  State Field Day coordinators will be 
holding counties accountable for sending judges. We ask that judges register at: http://ucanr.org/sfdjudge. 
Please contact Quang “Hogan” Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu for more information. 
 

• State Ambassador Information sessions: 
The State Ambassador program would like to invite parents and members interested in the program to an 
information session where questions about commitment and activities may be asked to current 
ambassadors, advisors and the program coordinator.  4-H State Ambassadors are youth who have 
excelled in the areas of leadership and community service.  They are selected to serve the 4-H Youth 
Development Program in roles that promote leadership through education and service.  

o Fresno – April 23, 2011 Fresno UCCE Office 5pm to 6pm 
o Davis – April 30, 2011 State 4-H Office 5pm to 6pm 
o San Diego – May 7, 2011 San Diego County UCCE Office 5pm to 6pm 

Please RSVP with Quang “Hogan” Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu. 

• State Leadership Conference Financial Aid: Through a grant from Wells Fargo and assistance from 
the California 4-H Foundation, financial aid is available to delegates wishing to attend the 2011 State 
Leadership Conference. Applications are due by May 13, 2011. Download application at: 
http://www.ca4h.org/files/53496.doc. Please contact Quang “Hogan” Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu for 
more information or go to the SLC website at: http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/. 
 

• Support Group Applications: The 4-H State Leadership Conference is organized by a small group of 
dedicated State Ambassadors, volunteers, and staff. The Support Group is a group of teen leaders who 
will assist in the planning of SLC by working with counties, communicating with Sectional groups, and 
attending SLC planning activities. During the conference, the Support Group acts as: 

o Group Facilitators 
o Delegation Hosts 
o Logistical Support 
o State Ambassador Assistants 
o Other duties as assigned 

To learn more about the Support Group and to apply, please download the 2011 SLC Support Group 
Application. Applications are due by February 25, 2011 to the State 4-H Office. Please contact Quang 
“Hogan” Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu for more information or visit our website at: 
http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Conferences/SLC/.  

• Attention Quilters and Sewers: CA 4-H State Fashion Revue 2011 would appreciate your help. Make a 
quilt square, a quilt top, or a complete quilt for a wounded soldier. Special size for stretchers and gurneys, 
approximately 45 x 81 inches, are needed. Red, white and blue fabrics are preferred. If you make 12 ½” x 
12 ½” squares then they can be combined with squares made by other people for a whole quilt. Bring or 
send your squares, quilt tops and quilts to State Fashion Revue at Olson Hall, UC Davis during State 
Field Day, May 28, 2011. Youth are invited to sew squares together and quilt during the morning SFR 
workshop. Please contact Lisa Kuntz, SFR youth co-chair, creulgirl101@yahoo.com or Mary Engebreth, 
committee volunteer, at maryengebreth@comcast.net with questions or suggestions.  

• Festival of Science: Curious about how things work? Want to know more about something? At the 2011 
California State 4-H Field Day, University scientists will answer your questions! Provide your question 
ahead of the event and we will find the right scientists to provide an answer. 
http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/SET/Initiative/Questions/ 

http://ucanr.org/sfdjudge�
mailto:qtong@ucdavis.edu�
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• Special Recognition at the 2011 State 4-H Presentation Day: A special recognition pin will be awarded 
for youth who participate in State Presentation Day and focus their presentations on one of the following 
areas: Science, Engineering and Technology, Healthy Living, and Military Youth. Participants may only 
choose one focus area for their presentation, and the area must be the primary topic of the presentation. 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.ca4h.org/Programs/Events/SFD/PD/Recognition_Opportunities/.  

• Financial Aid for State Leadership Conference - Through a grant from Wells Fargo and assistance 
from the California 4-H Foundation, financial aid is available to delegates wishing to attend the 2011 State 
Leadership Conference. Applications are due by May 13, 2011 and can be downloaded here at: 
http://www.ca4h.org/files/53496.doc 

 
• For Staff: The National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) has released information on childhoold 

obesity grants. Closing date for grant applications is May 18, 2011. Click here for more information.  

• The Disney Friends for Change Grants are available for applications until March 10. Youth Service 
America, together with Disney, is now accepting applications from youth around the world for the Disney 
Friends for Change Grants. The Disney Friends for Change program will award 50 $500 grants to youth-
led service projects around the world that demonstrate youth leadership, creativity, and the commitment 
to making a positive impact on the environment. Applications are due March 10. Learn more at 
www.YSA.org/grants/disney-friends-change-grants     
 

 
• 4-H Awards and Pins: Ever wonder what all those pins mean on 4-H member's hats? The State 4-H 

Office has assembled a webpage listing the commonly used 4-H pins. The list provides information about 
the honor, the process to receive the pin, and for 4-H Club leaders, where to purchase. For more 
information, please visit http://www.ca4h.org/Resources/Awards/. 

• For Staff: Pin Orders 
Please be aware that County Pin orders will open Feb. 16 and end April 1st. Please visit 
https://ucce.ucdavis.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=5792 to place your pin orders. Please contact 
Quang “Hogan” Tong, qtong@ucdavis.edu for more information. 
 

• Kohl’s Cares Scholarship Program: Do you know a kid who’s making a difference in your community 
through volunteering? Nominate them for a Kohl’s Cares Scholarship! This year, Kohl’s is recognizing 
over 2,100 kids, ages 6-8, with more than $415,000 in scholarships and prizes ranging from $50 Kohl’s 
gift cards to $10,000 scholarships. Nominations accepted now through March 15th. Nominate a kid 
now or learn more at: www.kohls.com/cares.  
 

• Applications are now available for the 2011-2012 4-H State Ambassador Team. The 4-H State 
Ambassador position is one of the highest service opportunities and recognition attainable in the 
University of California 4-H Youth Development Program. 4-H State Ambassadors are youth who have 
excelled in the areas of leadership and community service, and have been selected to serve the 4-H 
Youth Development Program in roles that promote leadership through education and service. The 
deadline to apply is March 25, 2011. Interviews will be held in Fresno, Davis, and San Diego. Following 
the interviews there will be an information session for members and parents who would like to apply to be 
a State Ambassador starting at 5 PM. This is open to any future applicants. Please RSVP with Quang 
"Hogan" Tong at qtong@ucdavis.edu. For more information please visit our website at: 
http://www.ca4h.org/Projects/Leadership/SA/. 
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• For Staff: Please enter your request for administrative curriculum materials by April 1. Your request can 
be made through the website at: http://www.ca4h.org/Resources/StaffResources/.  Link to the DANR 
Portal and Publication Materials. 

 
• Please visit the 4-H Center for Youth Development’s website, http://www.ca4h.org/Research/CYD/ for 

the latest research findings and updates of ongoing studies in the field of youth development. 

• The American Dietetics Association (ADA) has recently released their State of Family Nutrition and 
Physical Activity Report. The report highlights many facets involved in youth and nutrition, among them 
how increased parental involvement could help increase children’s overall health. The read the full report, 
click here.  

 
• For Staff: For new 4-H clubs completing the steps to applying for a charter from the State 4-H Office, a 

new template is available for 4-H staff to use for completing the SS-4 Form, the application for an EIN # 
from the IRS. Staff may click here to download.  
  

• For Staff: The 2011 National 4-H Conference: Elements 4Ur Future will be held on April 2-7, 2011 in 
Washington, D.C. National 4-H Headquarters is looking for presenters to conduct educational workshops. 
Submission deadline for presenters is Feb. 18, 2011. Click here for more information on the call for 
presenters.  

 
• For Staff: FOOD SAFETY TRAINING 

A food safety training for new hires since 2008 will be presented via conference call and Adobe Connect 
on Tuesday, March 1, 2011, from 1pm- 2:30pm (same day as and after VBB). The purpose of the training 
is to update new hires on food safety policy and program information, as well as provide resources that 
staff can use with volunteer leaders. Call-in and log-in information will be sent directly to new hires. Staff 
who attended earlier regional on-site trainings do not need to participate in this call. After the training, all 
resources will be accessible for all staff. Contacts: Jane Chin Young, jchin@ucdavis.edu and Diane Metz, 
dlmetz@ucdavis.edu.  

 
• For Staff: The 2011 National Extension Conference of Volunteerism, April 18-21, 2011 in Coeur 

d’Alene, ID, presents the opportunity for Extension professionals to gather and share resources and ideas 
from across the nation. The conference planning committee also extends the invitation to staff for 
workshop, research presentations, and poster session proposals. Visit 
http://www.4h.uidaho.edu/default.aspx?pid=119530 to register today.  

  
• For Staff - In lieu of a separate CYFAR Conference in 2011, The 2011 Department of Defense/USDA 

Family Resilience Conference: Forging the Partnership will be held in Chicago, April 26-29, 2011. For 
those interested in submitting proposals, you may download the application form here and visit 
http://www1.cyfernet.org/partnership2011/ for more information. Save these dates, as registration opens 
in January 2011.  
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