
Senior Level Prompt 
 

4-H State Presentation Day 
Problem-Solving Category Fact Set 
“Legal Immigration” 
 
Currently, over 10.8 million people have illegally immigrated into the United States, according to the 2010 
estimate by the Department of Homeland Security. However, each year the United State Immigration Service 
grants legal immigration papers to around one million individuals seeking temporary or permanent status in 
America. While the issue of illegal immigration dominates national conversation, whether or not to allow more 
legal immigrants is nevertheless an important and contentious topic. 

Immigration affects the United States in many different ways: 
• Economists generally view immigration as a positive force in the economy, although popular opinion 

shows many Americans view immigrants as competition for low-skilled labor jobs; 
• Politically, the Democrat party is viewed as holding a stance more favorable to immigration, although 

immigrants in America have a wide range of views across the political spectrum; 
• The Department of Homeland Security views illegal immigrants as a terrorist threat, but does not 

believe that legal immigrants pose any risk to national security. 

Those who support increasing the level of legal immigration into the United States point towards trends of 
increasing diversity in the social and political scene caused by immigrants. Immigrants also have a tendency to 
take lower-paying jobs, such as manual labor or service industry positions, which fuels the economy and 
decreases the price of domestically produced goods. Finally, they point to the humanitarian benefits of allowing 
people around the world the opportunity to start a better life and seek opportunity in America. 

Critics of expanding legal immigration are either in favor of maintaining the current levels or even decreasing 
the number altogether. They argue that allowing more foreigners into the country opens up the borders to risks 
such as terrorism, smuggling, and drugs. In this poor economy, lower-skilled Americans need to have ample 
opportunity to jobs without competition from immigrants. Finally, they believe that legal immigrants have a 
tendency to consume high rates of government resources – health care, education, and welfare, to name a few 
– without contributing a corresponding higher tax rate. 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Select either Option A or B and develop a presentation that addresses the issues raised in each option 
and other issues you may determine.  You may not mix the options.  You will be judged on the 
effectiveness of your presentation and not the accuracy of your arguments. 

Option A: You support increasing the number of immigrants who are granted legal entry into the country. 
You will need to convince the Department of Immigration using the following arguments:  

1.     Adding more workers gives businesses flexibility that can allow them to increase profit margins, 
create better quality products, and will encourage them to keep their production domestic. 

2.     American society can benefit from different perspectives that come from immigrants who were raised 
with different cultural viewpoints.  

3.     The United States should allow people to begin new lives here, especially for immigrants who are 
seeking additional economic opportunities or refuge from oppressive governments. 

Option B: You are against allowing more immigrants to enter the country, and you must convince the 
Department of Immigration based on the following reasons: 

1.     Opening up the borders to more immigrants from around the world opens up the United States to 
risks from terrorism and drugs. 

2.     The high unemployment rate is affecting American citizens who cannot find jobs; adding more 
immigrants who are looking for employment can only hurt the American citizens already here.  

3.     Many legal immigrants end up using a disproportionate amount of government services and 
contribute less in taxes due to their lower income status. 
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“Prisoners’ Right to Vote” 
 
One in forty Americans of voting age has been or is currently in prison, meaning in many states they are not 
allowed to vote by law. This is called felony disenfranchisement, or prohibiting a person from voting based on 
if they have been convicted of a felony. These laws are set by each individual state, and only Maine and 
Vermont allow convicts to vote. Other nations have similar rules; Russia, the United Kingdom, and Hungary 
automatically ban anyone who has been convicted of a felony from voting. However, not all nations follow 
these practices. In 2002, Canada’s Supreme Court ruled that it was unconstitutional to ban prisoners from 
voting, and those in federal prisons were allowed to vote in the next election. 

Because each state in the U.S. is allowed to make their own laws on the issue, there are some differences across 
the country: 

• Thirteen states let people with felony convictions vote upon release from prison; 
• Eleven states take voting rights away for life if a person has been convicted of a felony; 
• The rest of the states place restrictions on voting based on incarceration and parole status; 
• Two states let everyone vote.  (Source: American Civil Liberties Union) 

Those who are against felony disenfranchisement believe that not allowing prisoners the right to vote is a 
violation of their civil rights and infringes upon their liberty. They also state that it does not interfere with a 
prisoner serving their jail sentence and would not diminish the effect of the punishment for their crimes. 
Denying voting rights also has an effect on the number of ethnic and racial minorities who are able to vote, as 
convicted felons are disproportionately minorities. Finally, because prisoners are still taxed on their earnings 
and savings, they should have a right to vote for their representation. 

Supporters of denying felons a vote say that voting is a privilege and not a right, as demonstrated by the fact 
that minors have no right to vote and their civil liberties are intact. They also argue that paying taxes does not 
automatically guarantee a right to vote, as minors are able to earn money and pay taxes before they are able to 
vote. Finally, they believe convicts have deliberately broken laws written by society and it is therefore 
irresponsible to give them a say in how the society is run when they do not follow its rules. 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Select either Option A or B and develop a presentation that addresses the issues raised in each option 
and other issues you may determine.  You may not mix the options.  You will be judged on the 
effectiveness of your presentation and not the accuracy of your arguments. 

Option A: You are against felony disenfranchisement and want to allow felons in your state the right to vote. 
You must convince your state legislature using the following arguments:  

1.     This country was founded on the idea that people have a right to vote for their representation in 
government, and it violates convicts’ civil liberties to take away their vote. 

2.     Felony disenfranchisement creates a society where ethnic and racial minorities have less 
representation because they have proportionally higher conviction rates. 

3.     Prisoners pay taxes and should be able to vote for their representation in government. 

 Option B: You support felony disenfranchisement and want to prevent felons in your state from voting. You 
must convince your state legislature based on the following reasons: 

1.     Voting is a privilege and not a right; it is widely accepted that minors cannot vote and their rights are 
not violated. 

2.     Paying taxes does not automatically give a person the right to vote because many minors have jobs 
and pay taxes without being allowed to vote. 

3.     By committing felonies, convicts have disrespected society’s rules and should lose the privilege to say 
how the society should be run. 
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“Mandatory Community Service” 
 
Many school districts have enacted a rule that all high school seniors must complete a certain number of 
community service hours in order to graduate. These programs are generally designed to encourage 
volunteerism in youth and to promote the habit of community service at an early age. 

Many positive effects of community service have been noted: 
• High school students can be important in reducing or meeting the community’s need; 
• Helps students attain future goals by having community service experience to add to resumes and 

college applications; 
• It can give the student a sense of purpose or fulfillment, as well as valuable insight into the intersection 

of real-world issues and those presented in school. 

However, those positive effects on both the community and the volunteer are noted most predominantly in 
those who voluntarily do community service, not those who are forced to in order to graduate. Experts debate 
whether mandatory service hours can have the same positive effect when the participants are unwilling to 
donate their time. 

Those in favor of mandatory service hours in order to graduate often cite the above positive effects of 
volunteerism. They also note that schools have many requirements of other types of work, such as physical 
education and science classes, and believe that requiring community service is no different.  

Critics of mandatory service hours say that forcing students to work for free is a form of involuntary servitude, 
which directly violates the 13th Amendment. Mandating service can place children in danger, as many of these 
service opportunities are unsupervised. However, those against having mandatory hours are not against 
volunteering in general; many propose creating elective classes geared towards those individuals who wish to 
participate in service learning opportunities. 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Select either Option A or B and develop a presentation that addresses the issues raised in each option 
and other issues you may determine.  You may not mix the options.  You will be judged on the 
effectiveness of your presentation and not the accuracy of your arguments. 

Option A: You support requiring service hours as a condition of graduation from your high school. You will 
need to convince your local school board using the following arguments:  

1.     Volunteerism is good for the individual and for the community; instilling these values early will 
increase the chance that these students will continue to volunteer later on in life. 

2.     Schools are allowed to require that students participate in various learning activities, and community 
service is no different. 

3.     The student is able to learn new life and even career skills beyond what can be taught in a classroom. 

 Option B: You are against mandatory community service hours, and will need to convince your school board 
based on the following reasons: 

1.     Forcing students to work without compensation is a form of involuntary servitude, strictly prohibited 
by the 13th Amendment. 

2.     Mandatory service hours can have a negative impact on those who would not be volunteering already, 
as it will encourage them to cheat the system or try and get out of their hours quickly, which could 
lead them to take unsupervised volunteer positions. 

3.     Schools should encourage civic engagement through volunteerism by creating optional incentives to 
volunteer or elective service learning classes, without the potential problems of mandatory service 
learning. 


