
 

Activity:  Creating Your Elevator Speech 

An elevator speech should keep core messages in mind but should not be a verbatim recitation of the 
messages.  An ideal elevator speech will: 

 Be very personal 

 Be very sincere 

 Last 30 seconds to one minute (time it!) 

 Compel the listener to say “Really? Please tell me more!” 
 
An example: 
 
I have been involved in 4-H in xxx county for xxx years.  Our club is working on a community 
service project that is addressing the issue of childhood obesity by conducting trainings at 
middle schools about how to read food labels for fat content, salt and sugar.  We are doing this 
project because we have identified this as a big issue for our area and because we are 
committed to 4-H’s Revolution of Responsibility. 
 

Once you have captured someone’s attention with your elevator speech, you have a “foot in the door.” 
Now you have the opportunity to tell more about the Revolution of Responsibility – using the key 
messages below and sharing more information about your community issue, your project goals, and 
your club.  

The overarching impact message of 4-H: 

4-H develops young people who are uniquely prepared to step up to the challenges of a 
complex, changing world. 

 The overarching message of the California 4-H Revolution of Responsibility initiative: 
 

What is The Revolution of Responsibility? The Revolution of Responsibility is our way of 
celebrating the centennial anniversary of 4-H in California. It is the power of 4-H youth taking 
action across California by implementing 1,000 civic engagement projects involving 4-H clubs in 
1,000 communities across the state. Responsibility is central to all our programs and projects;  
4-H youth are a living, breathing culture-changing revolution for doing the right thing, breaking 
through obstacles and pushing our country forward by making a measureable difference right 
where they live.  

 
 

 


